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Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of September 19
through September 26, 2015, as ‘‘National Es-
tuaries Week’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Estuaries Week;

(3) acknowledges the importance of estu-
aries to sustaining employment in the
United States and the economic well-being
and prosperity of the United States;

(4) recognizes that persistent threats un-
dermine the health of the estuaries of the
United States;

(5) applauds the work of national and com-
munity organizations and public partners
that promote public awareness, under-
standing, protection, and restoration of estu-
aries;

(6) reaffirms the support of the Senate for
estuaries, including the scientific study,
preservation, protection, and restoration of
estuaries; and

(7) expresses the intent of the Senate to
continue working to understand, protect,
and restore the estuaries of the United
States.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 270—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2015 AS
“PULMONARY FIBROSIS AWARE-
NESS MONTH”

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. KIRK,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. MURPHY) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 270

Whereas pulmonary fibrosis is a debili-
tating and ultimately fatal condition that
causes progressive scarring in the lungs and
generally has no known definitive cause;

Whereas as many as 200,000 individuals in
the United States are known to suffer from
pulmonary fibrosis, the majority of whom
are between the ages of 50 and 75;

Whereas the average survival rate for the
idiopathic form of pulmonary fibrosis is just
2.8 years and up to 80 percent of idiopathic
pulmonary fibrosis patients die within 5
years of diagnosis;

Whereas pulmonary fibrosis takes the lives
of 40,000 individuals in the United States
each year, approximately 1 death every 13
minutes;

Whereas many patients with pulmonary fi-
brosis are misdiagnosed for 1 year or longer
after the patients are presenting with pul-
monary fibrosis symptoms;

Whereas as of September 2015, there are no
biomarkers for screening and testing for pul-
monary fibrosis;

Whereas a cure or drug to extend life or
improve symptoms of pulmonary fibrosis
does not exist;

Whereas the symptoms of pulmonary fibro-
sis vary from person to person and include
shortness of breath, a dry cough, fatigue,
weight loss, and aching muscles and joints;

Whereas volunteers, researchers, care-
givers, and medical professionals are work-
ing to improve the quality of life for individ-
uals with pulmonary fibrosis and the fami-
lies of those individuals; and

Whereas developing more effective treat-
ments for pulmonary fibrosis and providing
access to quality care to individuals with
pulmonary fibrosis requires increased re-
search, education, and community support
services: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2015 as
monary Fibrosis Awareness Month’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Pul-
monary Fibrosis Awareness Month;

(3) continues to support more robust and
accelerated research to develop more effec-
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tive treatments for pulmonary fibrosis and
to ultimately find a cure for the disease;

(4) recognizes the courage and contribu-
tions of individuals with pulmonary fibrosis
who participate in vital clinical trials to ad-
vance the knowledge of the disease; and

(5) commends the dedication of organiza-
tions, volunteers, researchers, and millions
of individuals in the United States and
abroad working to improve the quality of life
for individuals with pulmonary fibrosis and
the families of those individuals.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2678. Mr. HELLER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
joint resolution H.J. Res. 61, amending the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to exempt em-
ployees with  health coverage under
TRICARE or the Veterans Administration
from being taken into account for purposes
of determining the employers to which the
employer mandate applies under the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2679. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
joint resolution H.J. Res. 61, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2680. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr. COCH-
RAN) proposed an amendment to the joint
resolution H.J. Res. 61, supra.

SA 2681. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2680 proposed
by Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr. COCHRAN) to the
joint resolution H.J. Res. 61, supra.

SA 2682. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2681 proposed
by Mr. MCCONNELL to the amendment SA
2680 proposed by Mr. McCCONNELL (for Mr.
COCHRAN) to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 61,
supra.

SA 2683. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to the joint resolution H.J. Res.
61, supra.

SA 2684. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2683 proposed
by Mr. MCCONNELL to the joint resolution
H.J. Res. 61, supra.

SA 2685. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to the joint resolution H.J. Res.
61, supra.

SA 2686. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2685 proposed
by Mr. MCCONNELL to the joint resolution
H.J. Res. 61, supra.

SA 2687. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2686 proposed
by Mr. MCCONNELL to the amendment SA
2685 proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the joint
resolution H.J. Res. 61, supra.

SA 2688. Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ROBERTS, and Mr.
BARRASSO) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the joint
resolution H.J. Res. 61, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2689. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr. COCH-
RAN) proposed an amendment to the bill H.R.
719, to require the Transportation Security
Administration to conform to existing Fed-
eral law and regulations regarding criminal
investigator positions, and for other pur-
poses.

SA 2690. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2689 proposed
by Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. COCHRAN) to the
bill H.R. 719, supra.

SA 2691. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 719, supra.

SA 2692. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2691 proposed
by Mr. MCCONNELL to the bill H.R. 719, supra.

SA 2693. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2692 proposed
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by Mr. MCCONNELL to the amendment SA
2691 proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the bill
H.R. 719, supra.

SA 2694. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr. THUNE)
proposed an amendment to the bill H.R. 1020,
to define STEM education to include com-
puter science, and to support existing STEM
education programs at the National Science
Foundation.

————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2678. Mr. HELLER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 61,
amending the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to exempt employees with health
coverage under TRICARE or the Vet-
erans Administration from being taken
into account for purposes of deter-
mining the employers to which the em-
ployer mandate applies under the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care
Act; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . NO BUDGET NO PAY.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“No Budget, No Pay Act’.

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“Member of Congress’’—

(1) has the meaning given under section
2106 of title 5, United States Code; and

(2) does not include the Vice President.

(c) TIMELY APPROVAL OF CONCURRENT RES-
OLUTION ON THE BUDGET AND THE APPROPRIA-
TIONS BILLS.—If both Houses of Congress
have not approved a concurrent resolution
on the budget as described under section 301
of the Congressional Budget and Impound-
ment Control Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 632) for a
fiscal year before October 1 of that fiscal
year and have not passed all the regular ap-
propriations bills for the next fiscal year be-
fore October 1 of that fiscal year, the pay of
each Member of Congress may not be paid for
each day following that October 1 until the
date on which both Houses of Congress ap-
prove a concurrent resolution on the budget
for that fiscal year and all the regular appro-
priations bills.

(d) No PAY WITHOUT CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION ON THE BUDGET AND THE APPROPRIATIONS
BILLS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, no funds may be ap-
propriated or otherwise be made available
from the Treasury for the pay of any Mem-
ber of Congress during any period deter-
mined by the Chairpersons of the Committee
on the Budget and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate or the Chairpersons
of the Committee on the Budget and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives under subsection (e).

(2) NO RETROACTIVE PAY.—A Member of
Congress may not receive pay for any period
determined by the Chairpersons of the Com-
mittee on the Budget and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate or the Chair-
persons of the Committee on the Budget and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives under subsection
(e), at any time after the end of that period.

(e) DETERMINATIONS.—

(1) SENATE.—

(A) REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATIONS.—On Oc-
tober 1 of each year, the Secretary of the
Senate shall submit a request to the Chair-
persons of the Committee on the Budget and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate for certification of determinations made
under clause (i) and (ii) of subparagraph (B).
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